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compelled in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liherty
C:i&l'opel_‘ly without due process of law ; nor shall private Ppraperty be taken for public use
out just compensation, N - 2

7. When private property shall be taken for any public use, the compensation to he made
therefor, when such compensation is not wmade by the State, shall be ascertained by a jury,
or by not Jess than three commissioners appointed by a court of record, as shai be pn_;scnbed'
by law. Private roads may be opened in the manner to be prescribed by law ; but in every
case the necessity of the road, and the amount of all damage to be sustained by the opening
thereof, shall be first determined by ajur{)nf Ireeholders, and such amount, together with the
€ ses of the proceeding. shall be paid by the person to be benefitted. .

. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being
responsible for the abuse of that right; and uo law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the
liberty of s h, or of the press. ‘In all eriminal prosecutions or indictments for libels, the
truth may be given in evideuce to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury, that the matter
charged as libellous is true, and was published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the
party shall be acquitted ; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact.

9. The assent of two-thirds of tiie members elected to each branch of the Legislature, shall
be requisite to every bill appropriating the public moneys or property for local or pri
1

rposes.
10. No law shall be passed abridging the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to
Ppetition the government. or any dJa rtment thereof; nor shall any divorce be granted, other-
wise than by due judicial proceedings ; nor shall any lottery hereafier be authorized or any
sale of lottery tickets allowed within this State. 3 X

L1. The People of this State, in their right of sovereignty are deemed to possess the original
and ultimate property in and to all lands withiu the Jjurisdiction of the State ; and all lands
the title to which shall fuil, from a defect of heirs, shall revert, ar escheat to the people.

12. All feudal tenures of every description, with all their incidents, are declared to be
abolished, saving, however, all rents and services certain which at any time heretofore have
been lawfully ereated or reserved. . -

13. All lands within this State are declared to be allodial, so that suhject only to the liability
to escheat, the entire and absolute property is vested in the owners according to the nature
of their respective estates, .

14. No lease or grant of agricultural land, for a longer period than twelve years, hereafter
made, in which shall be reserved any reut or service of any Kind, shall be valid.

15. All fines. quarter sales, or other like festraints upon alienation, reserved in any grant
of land, hereafter to be made, shall be void, . .

16. No purchase or contract for the sale of lands in this State, made since the fourteenth
day of October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five ; or which may hereafter be
made, of, or with the Indians, shall be valid, unless made under the authority, and with the
consent of the Legislature. .

17. Such parts of the common law, and of the acts of the Legislature of the colony of New-

York, as together did form the law of the said colony, on the nineteenth day of April, one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and the resolutions of the Congress of the said
colony, and of the Convention of the State of New-Yark, in force on the twentieth day of
April, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, which have not since expired, or been
repealed or altered ; and such acts of the Legislature of this State as are now in force, shall
be and continue the law of this State, subject to such alterations as the Legislature shall
make concerning the sume. But all such parts of the common law, and such of the said acts,
or parts thereof, as are repugnant to this onstitution, are hereby abrogated : and the Legis-
lature, at its first session after the adoption of this Constitution, shall appoint three commis-
sioners, whose duty it shall be to reduce into a written and systematic code the whole bod;
of the law of this State, or so much and such parts thereof as to the said commissioners thﬁ
seem practicable and expedient. And the said commissioners shall specify such alterations
and amendments therein as they shall deem proper, and they shall at all times make reports
of their proceedings to the Legislature, when called upon to do so; and the Legislature shatl
pass laws regulating the tenure of office, the filling of vacaucies therein, and the compensa-
tion of the said commissioners; and shall also provide for the publication of the sm(fecode,
prior to its being’ presented to the Legxslalurﬁ for adoption.
. 18. All grants of land within this State, niade by the King of Great Britain, or persons act-
ing under his authority, after the fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five, shall be null and void ; but wothimg contained in this Constitution shall affect
any grants of land wathin this State, made by the authority of the said king or his predeces-
sors, or shall annul any charters to bodies politic and corporate, by him or them made, before
that day ; or shall affect any such grants or charters since made by this State, or by persons
aw:g ander its authority, or shall impuir the obligation of any debts coutracted by this State,
or individuals, or bodies rorporate, or any other rights of property, or avy suits, actions, rights
of action, or other Pproceedings in courts of justice.

ARTICLE 2,

§ 1. Every male citizen of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a citizen for
ten days, and’ an inhabitant of this State one year next preceding any election, and for the
last four months a resident of the county where he may offer his vote, shall be entitled to
vote at such election in the election district of which he shall at the time be a resident, and
not elsewhere, for all officers that now are or hereafter may be elective by the le; but
such citizen shall have been for thirty days next e election, a resident of the dis-
trict from which the officer is to be cl osen for whom he offers his vote.  But no man of color,
wnless he shall have been for three yeurs a citizen of this State, and for one year next preced-




